
 
 

Inclement Weather Procedures 
 

Updated on 27 August, 2025 
 
For the safety of our school community in the event of inclement weather, please refer to the 
procedures outlined in this guide, which will be put into effect as needed. 
 
Public Announcements  
The most up-to-date information—such as campus closures and exam arrangements—will be posted 
on the school website, Instagram and Facebook. Parents should also check the EDB website for 
official announcements regarding school closures. 
 
Instructions Announcements  
Further instructions, including online learning and student pick-up procedures, will be communicated 
to parents via the ESF App and to students through WISDOM and email. 
 
Our staff and teachers are here to support our school community during inclement weather. To 
help us stay focused on safety and timely communication, we kindly ask that you avoid calling 
the school unless absolutely necessary, as our phone lines can become overwhelmed. We 
appreciate your understanding and support. 
 
Rainstorm and tropical cyclone warnings follow the alerts issued by the Hong Kong Observatory. 
 
Please also refer to the severe weather procedures on the ESF website. 
 
This Inclement Weather Procedures guide covers the following information:  
 

Rainstorm Warnings 

Tropical Cyclones 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Rainstorm Warnings  

 

School will operate as usual. 

 
 

or 
 

 

Before the start of school 
School will close for the entire day. If the warning is issued at the time students set off 
for school, students should stay at home and attend online learning. 
 
After students have set off for school, but before the start of school 
School will accept students who arrive until further decisions are made for them to 
return home safely. 
 
When classes are in session 
Schools continue until the end of normal hours and students are retained until 
conditions are safe for them to return home.  

 

https://wis.esf.edu.hk/
https://www.instagram.com/wis_hk/
https://www.facebook.com/westislandschool/
http://www.hko.gov.hk/
https://www.esf.edu.hk/severe-weather-procedures/


 
 

 

Tropical Cyclone Warnings 

 
School will operate as usual.  

 
School will operate as normal, unless advised otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

Before school hours 
Schools will close. If a signal is raised while students are travelling to school, the 
school will receive students and hold them until arrangements can be made for them 
to return home at an appropriate time. 
 
When classes are in session 
Schools continue until the end of normal hours and students are retained until 
conditions are safe for them to return home.  

 

Notes:  

1.​ When a Black Rain Warning or Typhoon Signal 9 or 10 is in effect, all online learning 
will be suspended for the safety of our students and staff.  

2.​ For all other inclement weather events, students should join their lessons online. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What if a red/black rainstorm signal or a Typhoon 8 is hoisted before school?  

●​ School will be closed for the day.  
●​ The update will be posted on the school website.  
●​ Parents will be messaged on the ESF app. Students will be emailed. 
●​ If students arrive at school because the signal was hoisted during the journey, they will 

be supervised at school and/or arrangements made for them to return safely. 

​
Will my child be able to access their school work?   

●​ Lessons will begin synchronously if teachers are able to. 
●​ In the event of a typhoon T8 or above and/or Black Rain, teachers will not be expected to 

provide synchronous or asynchronous learning during this time. 
●​ Asynchronous learning can be accessed via your child’s Google Classroom.  
●​ Period 1 work will appear no later than 9.30am and all other lessons will then follow.  
●​ Children will not have consequences or be disadvantaged as a result of not being able to 

complete classwork during a severe weather event. 

What if a T8 signal is to be issued during school hours? ​
The Hong Kong Observatory may announce that a T8 will be hoisted within 2 hours. The school 
will message parents and begin implementing the safe release of students and staff to travel home.   

 



 
 

What if a red/black rainstorm signal is hoisted during school?​
For their safety, students will remain in school and lessons will continue as normal.  

If the signal is lowered to amber before the end of the school day students will be dismissed as 
normal. 

What if a black or red rainstorm signal is still in effect at school closure time? ​
To keep everybody safe, ESF School policy states that all students should remain at school under 
our supervision until the red or black rainstorm is lowered to amber. 

ESF policy states that nobody should travel and students can only be released to their parents or 
another person with their parents permission.  

Can a parent collect their child during a red or black rainstorm warning?​
During some previous rainstorm warnings, the area outside of school was made unsafe due to the 
volume of families arriving to collect their children, creating limited road access to our premises. 
There are also no available spaces to park vehicles safely, without blocking other traffic.  

Please be considerate of the safety of our whole community. 

Nobody can prevent a parent from removing their child from school at any time, however, we would 
advise parents to wait a minimum of two hours at the end of school day when a weather warning is 
in place so that we can all make a safe assessment of the next steps. Normally, the weather 
warning is removed within those two hours which means a much safer exit from school.   

Should you have absolutely no alternative but to come to school, staff will assist you upon your 
arrival to collect your child.​
​
Can students leave school on their own? ​
No. Students can only be released to their parents or a caregiver who is physically present at the 
school to collect them.  

Why can’t my child walk home as they live close to the school?​
Weather events create landslips, hanging branches, falling trees and flash floods from water 
drainage outlets. Weather in Hong Kong is highly localised and even when the weather looks calm, 
it can change suddenly and with force. Car accidents happen as the local road network becomes 
quickly backed up from Kennedy Town.  

Are students given refreshments during a red/black rain warning?​
Yes, we have stocks of light refreshments which we keep and observe expiry dates for food 
products.  

We live on an outlying Island. What if my child struggles to get home by ferry after the 
weather warning has ended?​
We will support all students to get home safely, regardless of where they live. We have looked at 
ferry timings and believe there are very few situations that would mean a student becomes 
stranded. Every child will be looked after on-site and care put in place until they can return safely 
home.​
​
Parents may also wish to plan ahead and consider having a backup plan with a family friend who 
lives on Hong Kong Island. 

 

https://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30342372/docs.google.com?p=eyJzIjoiVVFVQWY0a1NfTHBYNXBDSTBjYnA0Y2hTSTk4IiwidiI6MiwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM0MjM3MixcInZcIjoyLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL2RvY3MuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbVxcXC9kb2N1bWVudFxcXC9kXFxcLzE3bktkYkFVdWtmeTd0MlZCazJVa2hJcXVIbzV6Q0NtUlE0RU9uNHVGQU5VXFxcL2VkaXQ_dXNwPXNoYXJpbmdcIixcImlkXCI6XCIxZjY2ODI5MDYxOTc0NzdlYWZmODQyODliYzgyMWEwNFwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcIjVjMDk3NTE4OTZkYmMxY2Q2ZDJmOTAyM2YxOWI2ODQzYTk5ZDNmNDVcIl0sXCJtc2dfdHNcIjoxNzU0OTAyMzcxfSJ9


 
 

Depending on the situation in school, we will try to prioritise making arrangements to escort 
students to outlying islands for you to collect from the ferry pier. We will always check your 
permission to do this.​
​
In a very extreme situation, we have sufficient resources to supervise children overnight in comfort 
following safeguarding rules. 
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